In 1822, after the end of the Mahratta War, an attempt was made to
improve the Nizam's internal administration by introducing English super-
vision.   Sir Charles (afterwards Lord) Metcalfe, the eminent civil servant and
statesman,  was now Resident at Hyderabad.   He induced His Highness
Sekunder Jah to allow European officers to superintend the different dis-
tricts, and to make a settlement in land revenue*   This system was given
trial for eight years, so that the country gradually passed into a com-
paratively flourishing condition.   But His Highness' Government was bur-
dened with a heavy debt, in great part due to his lavish   expenditure
and to his habit of borrowing large sums of money from wealthy sowcars
at a high rate of interest; and of the firms who  advanced such loans was
the house of William Palmer & Co.   Thus in the year 1823 His Highness1
Government owed seventy-eight lakhs   to that house,  and twenty-eight
lakhs to the Company's Government, chiefly on  account of the advances
made to the Contingent.   As the only means of escaping from this finan-
cial embarassrnent, he allowed the British   Government to commute the
peshkush of seven lakhs of rupees per annum which the Honourable Com-
pany was paying to the Nizam's Government on account of the Northern
Circars, for the ready sum of Us. 1,16,66,666,  a sum equivalent to twenty
years' payment

His Highness Sekunder Jah died in May 1829. He was succeeded
by his eldest son Nasir-ud-Daula Bahadur, originally known as Mir
Farkhundha Ali Khan, who was born in the year 1792 to the favourite nikah
wife of his father of the name of Chandni Begum.
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